Questions and Answers on the 
Independent Review/Second Review of Applications
1) What is the Independent Review (known in North Carolina as the Second Review) of Applications? It is the requirement for a second individual to review 100% of the Free and Reduced (F&R) Priced Meal Household Application to ensure that the household information submitted on the application is processed correctly. The second individual is not verifying the information the household submitted, only that the person determining the eligibility processed the information accurately. 

2) Is the Second Review of Applications required for all School Food Authorities in North Carolina? Yes, the Second Review of Applications is required for all School Food Authorities (SFAs) processing Free and Reduced Priced Meal Household Applications for the National School Lunch Program and/or the School Breakfast Program.
3) When should we begin the Second Review of Applications process? The Second Review of Applications begins each school year when the first application is processed and continues throughout the year until the last application is processed.  The State Agency has provided a tool to assist with the tracking of the changes during the Second Review of Applications (See Attachment 1). 
4) Do we have to submit a report to the State Agency? Yes, the USDA requires all SFAs conducting the Second Review of Applications to report to the State Agency the changes from the beginning of the school year through October 31 each year. For your use, please find attached the Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Services, Local Education Agency Second Review of Applications Template along with a set of instructions (See Attachment 2).  This form must be submitted to the State Agency by February 15, 2016.  
5) Do we have to hire a new person to complete the Second Review of Applications process for our district/school? No, your district/school is not required to hire an additional person to complete the Second Review of Applications process. It is important for the person designated to complete the Second Review of Application be familiar with the determination procedure. It is recommended that the individual chosen to complete the Second Review of Applications participate in the eligibility training webinar and become familiar with the most current Eligibility Guidance Manual for School Meals Manual (July 2015).
6) Must the School Food Authority (SFA) document the Determining and Second Review of the F&R application?  Yes, The SFA will need to establish a procedure of how they will conduct the Second Review of the F&R meal applications which will include signature documentation of the Determining Official and the Second Reviewer signatures (initials will be accepted).
