
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

In this Issue: 
 

• *NEW* Direct Verification Instructions and Helpful Hints 

• *NEW* Product Safety University Videos 

• *NEW* What’s New on the Web? 

• *NEW* October is National Farm to School Month 

• *NEW* October NC Farm to School Newsletter 

• Important Dates  

 ...................................................................................................................................   
 

Have Questions?  Need Assistance? 
Please remember to always contact your regional consultants or specialists first for 
any questions or assistance unless directed otherwise.  
  

 ...................................................................................................................................   
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*NEW* Direct Verification Instructions and Helpful Hints 

The Direct Verification (DV) portal offered by the State Agency is now available.  Although the USDA does not 
require a School Food Authority (SFA) to utilize direct verification, the process can be beneficial as it allows 
the SFA to complete the verification process for selected households automatically.  The process is defined in 
the Eligibility Manual for School Meals in Part 10.  
  
The Direct Verification (DV) portal may be accessed at:  https://ncdcv.org.  Instructions on how to use the 
system are available at: http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/front-page/information-
resources/verification and http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/info-systems. 
 
In the event there are any questions, please contact: 
  

Regions 1 and 2:                  Karla Wheeler                                 919-807-3518 
Regions 3 and 4:                  Jacquelyn McGowan                      919-807-3595 
Regions 5 and 6:                  Jeff Merritt                                       919-807-3515 
Regions 7 and 8:                  Janet Johnson                                  919-807-4043  

*NEW* Produce Safety University Videos  

Julie Skolmowski (with USDA) has announced a new video series available on NFSMI’s Produce Safety 
resource page, “The Produce Lab.” This new video series features Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs), Culinary 
Techniques, and Quality and Condition demonstrations. The videos were developed in partnership with 
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service and Great Kids Farm, based on feedback provided through Produce 
Safety University evaluations. The videos make a great addition to the training resources that are already 
available through NFSMI. For more information visit the NFSMI website at:  http://nfsmi.org/producesafety . 
  
Julie Skolmowski, MPH, RD, SNS 
Branch Chief, Program Support  
Food Distribution Division 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
(703) 305-2885 
julie.skolmowski@fns.usda.gov 

*NEW* What’s New on the Web 

After School Snack Page  
• All new ASSP documents added to this page. 
• http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/programs/programs/assp  
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Eligibility page 
• Added Eligibility Manual for School Meals (Aug 2014) (w/highlights and w/o highlights) 
• http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/front-page/information-resources/eligibility  

 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)  

• SFSP completely revised with information and links. 
• http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/programs/summer-nutrition-opportunities/summer-food-

service-program-sfsp  
 
Verification Page Update 

• Powerpoint, link to Recorded webinar and Report Dates added. 
• Direct Verification System Instructions/helpful hints added. 
• http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/front-page/information-resources/verification  

 
Fuel Up to Win the Race to the Top E-learning 

• The link to the Fuel Up to the Win the Race to the Top E-learning module has been added to the 
Continuing Education page. 

• http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/continuing-education  
 

Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Page Redesigned and Updated  
• Updated with 2014-15 documents and some new resources in the Education & Resources section. 
• http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/programs/ffvp/ffvp  

*NEW* October is National Farm to School Month 

Did you know that October is National Farm to School Month? 
National Farm to School Month was designated by Congress in 2010 
to demonstrate the growing importance of Farm to School programs 
as a means to improve school nutrition, support local economies and 
educate children about the origins of food.  

 
The National Farm to School Network (NFSN) offers a communications toolkit and a variety of other resources 
to help schools celebrate National Farm to School Month. NFSN is also offering a chance to win $1,000 for 
your Farm to School project.  www.farmtoschool.org/about/farm-to-school-month  
 
In celebration of National Farm to School Month, USDA has announced a five-part video series featuring 
testimonials from more than 30 USDA Farm to School grantees. From Maine to Alaska, USDA supports Farm 
to School programs all across the country. School districts - large, small, urban and rural - are serving local 
products and teaching students where their food comes from. The videos highlight the many ways grantees 
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are bringing the farm to school. A new video will be shared each week throughout October. USDA is also 
conducting a communications campaign around Farm to School during the month. USDA offers a Farm to 
School planning toolkit, fact sheets, webinars and other resources to help local education agencies and 
schools in implementing a Farm to School program. 
www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/farm-school  
  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2014AnnualConferenceNetworking  

*NEW* October NC Farm to School Newsletter 

Please find the link to the October NC Farm to School 
newsletter below.  This month includes information 
about the 2015-16 NC Farm to School calendar 
contest, NC Farm to School week, and the newest 
farmer supplying the NC Farm to School program. 
www.ncfarmtoschool.com/htm/newsletter/documents/2014OctoberFTSNewsletter.pdf 
 
The 2015-16 NC Farm to School calendar contest rules can be found at 
www.ncfarmtoschool.com/htm/downloads/documents/2015-2016CalendarContestRules.pdf.  
 
Sweet potato puree is making its debut with NC Farm to School this month.  If you would like a copy of the 
specs, please email heather.barnes@ncagr.gov. 
 
For questions about the newsletter or NC Farm to School, please contact: 
 
Heather Barnes  
Marketing Specialist 
NCDA&CS 
919-707-3127 
heather.barnes@ncagr.gov 

Important Dates 
 
October 10 (Friday)  ................................... Deadline for Submitting Claim for Reimbursement (for September 2014) 

October 13-17  .......................................................................................................... National School Lunch Week 

October 15 (Wednesday)  ............ Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Claim for Reimbursement Deadline (for September 2014) 

October 22-24  ............................................................... Annual Conference for School Nutrition Administrators 

November 1 ......................................................... Self-Assessment Due for RCCI/Charter/NonPublic (File in SFA) 

November 10 (Monday)  ................................ Deadline for Submitting Claim for Reimbursement (for October 2014) 
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November 11 ...................................................................................... Veteran’s Day Observed (State offices closed) 

November 15 (Saturday)  ................ Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Claim for Reimbursement Deadline (for October 2014) 

November 17 .................................................................................................................. Verification Process Ends 

November 18 ................................................................................ Verification Reporting Process begins for SFAs  

November 27-28  .................................................................................... Thanksgiving Holidays (State offices closed) 

December 10 (Wednesday) ......................... Deadline for Submitting Claim for Reimbursement (for November 2014) 

December 15 (Monday) ............... Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Claim for Reimbursement Deadline (for November 2014) 

December 24, 25 & 26 .................................................................................Christmas Holidays (State offices closed) 

 

 

 

The U.S Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination  against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all 
or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 
  
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the 
information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 
  
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish). 
  
“The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 
 
Under the Federal School Nutrition Program and USDA policy, discrimination is prohibited under the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.  
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