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Time to Start Planning for Summer 2015! 
.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
It is cool outside, but summer will be here before you know it and it is never too early to start planning your 
summer nutrition programs— Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or Seamless Summer Option (SSO).  Many 
of you attended the summer nutrition session during the 2014 School Nutrition Administrators 
Conference.  As you may recall, attending that session satisfied the requirement for the 2015 SFSP or SSO 
continuing education. If you were not able to attend that session, we have scheduled a webinar on April 17, 
2015 to satisfy the 2015 SFSP and SSO continuing education requirement. Alternatively, if you are planning to 
operate the SFSP, three face-to-face sessions are scheduled as well.  SFAs planning to operate the SFSP are 
highly encouraged to attend one of the face-to-face trainings.  IMPORTANT NOTE:  Registration information 
will be provided to SFAs via email; it will not be posted on the website.    
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All SFAs operating a summer nutrition program (SFSP or SSO) are required to review the 2015 Administrative 
Guidance for Sponsors (see link below).  Additionally, the 2015 SFSP rates of reimbursement are available (see 
link below). The SSO rates are the same as the NSLP and SBP. 
 
Please review the important target dates (see chart below) and the application documents.  Keep in mind…the 
earlier you submit the applicable documents, the better.  If you are interested in the SFSP, it would be 
beneficial to get setup in the SFSP technology system with the sites you expect to serve during 2015 as soon as 
possible. Send a list of 2015 potential sites to Cynthia Ervin.  
 
Please note you can be approved to participate as early as April 15, 2015 with a minimum of one site. You will 
have the opportunity throughout the summer to add, delete or modify sites –for both SSO and SFSP.  So, do 
not worry about having all the sites on or before April 15th.  It is our goal to have SFSP information entered in 
the SFSP technology system so that on April 15th application packets can be approved. 
 
Have Questions? 
If you have questions please contact Cynthia Ervin as soon as possible at cynthia.ervin@dpi.nc.gov or at 
919.807.3505.    
 
All of the following documents are available at:  http://childnutrition.ncpublicschools.gov/programs/summer-
nutrition-opportunities/sfsp-2015/summer-food-service-program-2015  
 

• SFSP Administration Guide 
• SFSP Statement of Intent 
• SSO Statement of Intent 
• SFSP Agreement Amendment 
• School Nutrition Electronic Payment Form 
• SNP Vendor Number Form 
• SFSP Rates of Reimbursement 
• SN Application Access Form for Summer Food Service Program 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 

May 1 
All statement of intents whether SFSP or SSO, are due as soon as possible, but not later than 
May 1st 

May 1 
All SFSP access forms due as soon as possible, but not later than May 1st   
(School Nutrition Electronic Payment Form; SNP Vendor Number Form; SN Application 
Access/Summer Food Service Program) 

May 15 SFSP Agreement addendum and online application completion is due on or before May 15th 

May 15 
SSO online application is encouraged to be entered on or before May 15th however, 
applications are accepted throughout the summer. 
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**REMINDER** Procuring Local Produce Workshops 
.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, School Nutrition Services Section in cooperation with North 
Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services will offer several workshops for School Nutrition 
Administrators to learn more about procuring local produce. The goals of the workshop include providing 
instruction to School Food Authorities (SFAs) regarding United States Department of Agriculture procurement 
guidelines and sharing best practices and resources regarding local food procurement. Anticipated outcomes 
include use of correct procedures by SFAs to procure local food, increased local food procurement by SFAs, 
and collection of Farm to School procurement success stories.   
 
Workshop Objectives 
At the conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to: 
 

1. Identify procurement methods used for local produce. 
2. Differentiate between informal and formal methods of procurement and when each should be utilized. 
3. Demonstrate how to talk with farmers and how to identify sources of Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) 

certified produce. 
4. Write specifications for produce. 
5. Understand geographic preference and how it can be used. 

 
Workshops are planned for the following dates and locations: 
 

Date Locations 

Feb 16 NCSU McKimmon Center (Raleigh, NC) 

Feb 17 Little River Golf & Resort (Carthage, NC) 

Feb 24 Deep River Event Center (Greensboro, NC) 

Feb 25 Hilton Garden Inn (Concord, NC) 

 
 
Registration 
Please click on the link below to register for the workshop of your choice: 
https://onece.ncsu.edu/search/publicCourseSearch.do?method=searchPAOnly&programAreaId=54369&show
Internal=true 
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Please share this workshop and registration information with those in your SFA who are responsible for 
procuring local foods. 
 
Your registration will be confirmed via email by Iyana Porter at North Carolina State University McKimmon 
Center.  If you have questions after you have submitted your registration, please contact Iyana at 
importer@ncsu.edu.  For general questions about the workshop, please contact Susan Thompson at 
susan.thompson@dpi.nc.gov or 919-218-4090. 
 

 
2015 USDA Best Practice Awards 
.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
The US Department of Agriculture has announced the Twenty-second Annual Best Practice Awards in the 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP) and Food Distribution Program (FDP). 
The purpose of this program is to encourage and reward outstanding practices in schools and in School Food 
Authorities (SFAs) in the Southeast Region Please review the attached Best Practice Awards information for 
2015.   All nominations are due on or before 5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 30, 2015.  Electronic documents or 
fax transmissions will not be accepted.  Please review the attached document for entry details and criteria 
along with the nomination entry forms. 
  
All entries should be sent or delivered to:     
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction School Nutrition Services  
301 N. Wilmington Street 
6324 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC  27699-6324 
Attention:  Pat Brafford 
  
Should you have any questions please contact your Regional Consultants. 
  
 

New SNS Study Guide and Preparation Resources Available 
.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Thinking about becoming a School Nutrition Specialist (SNS) or know someone who wants to earn this 
professional credential? Now is the time to get started as SNA is offering a new SNS Exam Preparation 
Resources Bundle for the SNA members only price of $109 + $6 S&H. The bundle includes the following:  
 

• School Nutrition Specialist Credentialing Exam Study Guide – 2015 Edition 
• School Food and Nutrition Service Management for the 21st Century – 6th Edition, authored by Dot 

Pannell-Martin & Julie A Boettger 
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Each resource is also available separately in the SNA Bookstore for a member’s only price of $59 + $6 S&H 
(each).  In addition to the new study guide, the SNS Exam Handbook and SNS Study Resources List have also 
been revised for 2015.  
 
For additional information about the SNS credential and preparing for the exam, please visit 
www.schoolnutrition.org/sns or email certsns@schoolnutrition.org.  
 
Source:  Bates, Tracey.  “FW:SNWU - New SNS Study Guide and Preparation Resources”.  Message to Donna 
Knight.  06 Feb. 2015. Email. 
 
 

 More Than 3 Months Operating Balance?... 
.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Please review your June 2014 FC-1A report and determine if your district is in excess of three months 
operating balance.  If so, please submit a corrective action plan (spend-down plan) for reducing the excess 
funds by February 15, 2015 to the state agency.  Corrective action plans should be in sufficient detail to enable 
the State Agency to determine: 
 

1. The type, quantity, and unit cost of food service equipment to be purchased. 
2. The value of repairs to existing equipment. 
3. Salary and benefit cost for new food service workers. 
4. Value of the decrease in the student meal prices. 
5. Projected amounts to be spent to otherwise improve the school fund service. 

 
Please submit the Corrective Action Plan to Tara Tyson at (tara.tyson@dpi.nc.gov) or by mail at: 
 
School Nutrition Services 
NC Department of Public Instruction 
6324 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-6324  
 
 

National Farm to School Network - Share your story: 5 Tips for Building 
Media Relationships 
.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Incredible farm to school work is happening all across the country. School lunch programs are sourcing from 
family farms, students are working in school gardens and asking their parents to make kale salad at home, and 
local economies are benefiting. But does your broader community know what’s happening before the bell and 
beyond the classroom?  
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At its core, good media relations is about RELATIONSHIPS. Editorial staffs are shrinking, and journalists are 
being asked to take on more responsibilities. Their time and attention is limited; now more than ever, media 
need savvy sources that they can depend on. Visit the National Farm to School Network blog to read five tips 
for building better media relationships and engaging a wider audience in your work.  
www.farmtoschool.org/news-and-articles/share-your-story-5-tips-for-building-better-media-relationships  
 
 

Free Nutrition Education and Promotional Materials Available 
.................................................................................................................................................................................... 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Team Nutrition has a variety of free resources available. Request these 
free Team Nutrition materials for your School Breakfast Program activities. Shipping usually takes 2-4 weeks. 
Order now to have materials for National School Breakfast Week! 
http://tn.ntis.gov/  
 

Team Nutrition Elementary School Posters (includes 
Launch Your Day with Breakfast poster)  

www.fns.usda.gov/team-nutrition/elementary-posters    

Launch Your Day with Breakfast - Yellow Sticker  www.fns.usda.gov/launch-your-day-breakfast-stickers 

Team Nutrition Middle School Posters (includes You 
Control You Breakfast poster)  www.fns.usda.gov/team-nutrition/middle-school-posters 

Team Nutrition Popular Events Idea Booklet (order free print copies)  

Launch Your Day With Breakfast: Fuel Up To Help Your 
Day Take Off www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/TNevents_launch.pdf 

Start Your Day on the Right Foot: Walk to Breakfast  www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/TNevents_start.pdf 

Discover MyPlate: Nutrition Education for Kindergarten (order free print copies) 

Curriculum Nutrition Education for Teachers (Teacher’s 
Guide): Lesson 5: Starting Our Day With MyPlate  

www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/dmp_tglesson5.pdf  

Look and Cook Recipe Cards - Nutrition Education for 
Kindergarten (English one side, Spanish reverse): Fruit-a-
licious Breakfast Cup 

www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/dmp_fruitalicious.pdf  

Parent Take Home Newsletter: Be Your Best With 
Breakfast 

www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/dmp_beyourbest.pdf 

SPANISH - Parent Take Home Newsletter: Desayuna y da 
lo mejor de ti 

www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/dmp_beyourbest-
sp.pdf  
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Student Workbook: Lesson 5, Activity 1: What a Day! www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/dmp_student5-1.pdf 

Student Workbook: Lesson 5, Activity 1: Where is the 
Fruit? 

www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/dmp_student5-2.pdf 

Student Workbook: Lesson 5, Activity 3: Breakfast Time! www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/dmp_student5-3.pdf 

 
 

Important Dates .......................................................................................................................................... 

 
February 
February 2015 ............................................................................................... National Sweet Potato Month 

February 10 (Tuesday) ........................... Deadline for Submitting Claim for Reimbursement (for January 2015) 

February 15 (Sunday) ............. Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Claim for Reimbursement Deadline (for January 2015) 

February 15 .......................... Deadline to submit corrective action plan (spend-down plan), If applicable. 

February 24 ................................................................................................... Region 6 Spring Policy Update 

February 25 ............................................................................... 2015 NC Child Hunger Leaders Conference 

 

March 
March 2 ....................................................................................................... FC1-A Semi-Annual Report Due 

March 2 ..................................................................................... Paid Lunch Equity Due to the State Agency 

March 4 ......................................................................................................... Region 1 Spring Policy Update 

March 6 ....................................................................... Region 3 Spring Policy Update for Charters & RCCIs 

March 10 (Tuesday) ............................. Deadline for Submitting Claim for Reimbursement (for February 2015) 

March 15 (Sunday) ................ Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Claim for Reimbursement Deadline (for February 2015) 

March 16 .................................................................. Region 5 Spring Policy Update for Charters and RCCIs 

March 19 ....................................................................................................... Region 7 Spring Policy Update 

March 20 ....................................................................................................... Region 2 Spring Policy Update 

March 20 ....................................................... Region 3 Spring Policy Update for Traditional Public Schools 

March 20 ....................................................... Region 5 Spring Policy Update for Traditional Public Schools 

March 26 ....................................................................................................... Region 8 Spring Policy Update 

March 30 .............................................. Deadline for submitting USDA Best Practice Awards Nominations 

March 31 ....................................................................................................... Region 4 Spring Policy Update 

 
April 
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April 1 ............ Deadline for Completing Self-Assessments for RCCI/Charter/Non-Public SFAs (File at SFA) 

April 3 ........................................................................................................... Good Friday (State Offices Closed) 

April 10 (Friday) ...................................... Deadline for Submitting Claim for Reimbursement (for March 2015) 

April 15 (Wednesday) ............... Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Claim for Reimbursement Deadline (for March 2015) 

April 15 ............................ March Nutrient Analysis Reports Due (Submit to Regional Nutrition Specialist) 

April 30 ........................ 3rd Quarterly Financial Analysis Worksheet Due (for Traditional Public School SFAs only) 

 

The U.S Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination  against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or 
parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic 
information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all 
programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a 
letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at 
program.intake@usda.gov. 

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or 
(800) 845-6136 (Spanish). 

 “The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 

Under the Federal School Nutrition Program and USDA policy, discrimination is prohibited under the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age 
or disability.  
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