Immediate Release

[Insert School District or Community Organization Sponsor Name] Seeks 
Local Restaurants to Help Feed Children During School Closures

Schools, community organizations and businesses work together regularly to benefit students, staff, families and entire communities. In these unprecedented times, we want to work as a community to ensure children receive nourishing meals. [Insert School District or Community Organization Sponsor name] is seeking local restaurants, caterers and food service operations interested in partnering to feed children during COVID-19 school closures.

The NC Restaurants Feeding Kids initiative, established by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) in partnership with the Carolina Hunger Initiative at the University of North Carolina (UNC) Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, aims to connect schools and community organizations with restaurants and foodservice operations to ensure no child has to go hungry while school is out. Restaurants, caterers and foodservice operations may have the staffing, food, supplies and other resources to extend the capacity of our local education agencies and community organizations to reach all students in need in the community.

Nearly 900,000 children in North Carolina rely on their schools five days a week for breakfast, lunch and snacks. During this emergency closure, schools and community partners are serving kids and teens in need across the state and receiving reimbursement through the Summer Food Service and Seamless Summer Option Programs, also known as the Summer Nutrition Programs (SNP). SNP operators may contract with restaurants, caterers and other food service providers as vendors to help provide food for the kids in their community. Utilizing these partnerships, SNP operators provide administrative oversight for compliance with federal regulations regarding nutrition and accountability while providing meal service. As vendors, restaurants and food service providers can assist by helping to prepare and distribute meals. 

If your restaurant, catering company or foodservice operation is interested in helping to feed kids during COVID-19 school closures, please take the next steps listed below. 
· View the recorded NC Restaurants Feeding Kids webinar to learn more, https://bit.ly/39W0ak1. 
· Read the “Restaurant and Nutrition Hub Partnership - For Emergency Meals to Children During School Closures from COVID-19: What Restaurants and Catering Companies Need to Know” linked in the online proposal form, https://bit.ly/2UEpNBy.  
· Complete the online proposal form to provide information about your restaurant or foodservice operation - where you could serve, how many meals you could prepare, type of meal (i.e., breakfast, lunch/supper), days of the week you could provide meals, type of meal service you can provide, and estimated unit price per meal.
· Create sample menus for meals you can provide using the Summer Food Service Program weekly menu planning tools for breakfast and/or lunch. Include servings of meat/meat alternate, grains, vegetables, fruit and milk. (Instructions are provided on page 2 of the menu planning tool.) Upload the menus to the folder linked in the online proposal form. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Submit the completed proposal form and sample menu(s). Your information will then be included in NCDPI’s online database of potential restaurant vendors as a resource for SNP operators.

The [Insert School Nutrition Program or Summer Nutrition Program Community Sponsor name] will reach out to nearby restaurants and food service providers that have submitted proposals and have the capacity to fulfill the need. Please wait to hear from the [Insert School Nutrition Program or Community Sponsor name] before reaching out to follow up regarding proposals submitted.  

The NCDPI, School Nutrition Services Division administers Summer Nutrition Programs with federal funding assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. For questions or further information regarding the statewide NC Restaurants Feeding Kids initiative, email summernutritionprogram@dpi.nc.gov. 

---

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the agency (state or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (AD-3027) available online and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

* mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

* fax: (202) 690-7442; or

 * email.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

